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SUB J : UNIT PARISHAD ELECTIONS 

REF: DACCA 0163 

1 . THE UNION PARISHAD ELECTIONS ARE NOW ABOUT TWO 
THIRDS COMPLETE AND ALL BUT A FEW WHICH HAVE BREN 
DELAYED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS ARE TO BE OVER ON 
JANUARY 31. 

2. THE PRESS HAS GIVEN A SMATTERING OF RESULTS. IT 

WILL BE SOME TIME BEFORE THE BDG CAN MAKE AN INTERNAL 
ANALYSIS FOR ITS OWN USE OR ACADEMIC OBSERVERS WILL BE 
ABLE TO COME TO CONCLUSIONS. AT LEAST TWO NEWSPAPERS, 

THE BANGLADESH TIMES AND ITTEFAQ, ACCORDING TO THEIR 
RESPECTIVE EDITORS, ENAYETULLAH KHAN AND ANWAR HOSSAIN 
(MANJU). LULL ATTEMPT SURVEYS USING THE RESOURCES OF THEIR 
REPORTERS IN THE MOFUSSIL AREAS (ONLY RURAL UNION 
COMMITTEES ARE BEING ELECTED; MUNICIPAL AND TOWN 
COMMITTEES MAY BE LECTED LATER BUT THIS HAS NOT BEEN 
ANNOUNCED BY THE GOVERNMENT). 
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3. DESPITE THE LACK OF FIRM INFORMATION, HOWEVER, A FEW 
GENERAL IMPRESSIONS CAN BE REPORTED ON THE BASIS OF 
OBSERVATION BY MEMBERS OF THE MISSION WHO HAVE TRAVELLED 
OUTSIDE THE CITY AND CONVERSATIONS WITH A VARIETY 
OF BANGLADESHIS, SOME OF WHOM RETURNED TO VILLAGES TO 
CAST THEIR VOTES. 
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A. THE TURNOUT HAS BEEN HEAVY. SOME PLACES HAVE 
REPORTED AS HIGH AS NINETY PERCENT, ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE 
THIS TO BE ATYPICAL AND A MORE GENERAL AVERAGE WOULD 
BE NEAR SEVERTY PERCENT. 

B. CAMPAIGNING HAS BEEN VIGOROUS. BUT ALMOST 
WITHOUT EXCEPTION IT HAS BEEN PEACEFUL. CANDIDATES HAVE 
SPENT SOME FUNDS, PARTICULARLY ON CAMPAIGN POSTERS AND 
LITERATURE. 

C. THE FEARED DISRUPTION OF THE POLLING BY "MISCREANTS" 

AND OTHER "BAD CHARACTERS" HAS NOT OCCURRED. THERE HAVE 
VIRTUALLY NO INCIDENTS REPORTED WHICH ARE LINKED 
DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTION. 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS HAVE GENERALLY BEEN 

GOOD. ONE COMPLAINT HEARD IS THAT THERE HAVE BEEN INSUFFICIENT 
POLLING BOOTHS IN SOME AREAS, BUT THIS HAS BEEN OVERCOME 
BY EXTENDING POLLING HOURS, ALTHOUGH AT SOME INCONVENI- 
ENCE TO THE VOTERS. 

4. REPORTS ON RESULTS ARE NOT INCOMPLETE AGREEMENT. 

SOME HAVE TOLD US THAT AWAMI LEAQUERS ARE POLLING WELL 
WHILE OTHERS MAINTAIN THAT THERE IS A RETURN TO THE MUSLIM 
LEAGUE WHICH HAS BEEN ABLE TO SHED ITS IMAGE OF A PARTY 

OF AYUB, YAHYA AND PAKISTAN. THE CANDIDATES RUN ON A 
NON-PARTY BASIS. ALTHOUGH DISAGREEING ON WHICH PARTY'S 
ADHERENTS ARE IN FIRST PLACE, MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE THE 
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JSD TO BE IN THIRD SOME DISTANCE BACK. SEVERAL HAVE TOLD 
US THAT IN THEIR OBSERVATION CANDIDATES ELECTED HAVE BEEN 
YOUNGER AND BETTER EDUCATED THAN IN 1973 AND EARLIER 
ELECTIONS. FROM THIS THEY CONCLUDE THAT THE GROUP MAY BE MORE 
DEMANDING OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IN MATTERS OF DEVELOP 
MENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING SERVICES. 

5. IT IS TOO EARLY FOR US TO DRAW SIMILAR CONCLUSIONS 

OR TO REFUTE THESE. ZIA HAS STATED HIS HOPE THAT THE NEW 
CLASS OF UNION PARISHAD MEMBER WILL BE CAPABLE OF 
ASSISTING IN HIS PLANS FOR BANGLADESH. BDG OFFICIALS AND 
OTHERS, DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, ARE WAITING TO SEE THE 
PATTERNS THAT EMERGE. 

MASTERS 
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